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A Helping Hand
We want your Wedding to be as faultless as possible.

In order for us to play our part in this, there are a few things we would ask of you.
Please be prompt with your table plans & numbers 

Two weeks before your Wedding we will require a draft table plan and final guest numbers, please, please be prompt so that any queries can be dealt with in good time, allowing the maximum time for us to prepare.

Tables & Serving
At Blakelands we provide ‘Family Service’ for your Wedding Breakfast. This means we serve to the table your Starters & Desserts offering your guests a choice of your selected menu. For the Main Course we silver serve the Meat portion of your meal and then place Tureen's of Vegetables & Potatoes on your guest’s tables.

When deciding on your table arrangements, please take into account the space required for the tureens, silverware & glassware.

Photographers
We do ask that your photographer arrange to take the Main Group First once all the guests are here following arrival from Church or following your Civil Ceremony.

The serving of your celebration drinks then follows this picture and we request your photographer gives you a short break for you to spend time with your family.

Your photographer is then at liberty to go anywhere on the Estate, the main House, the formal gardens, the paddocks, the kitchen gardens & the Lake area all provide unique settings for your pictures. Make as much use of them as you will, all your group shots do not have to have the same backdrop, please ask your photographer to be creative.

Booking Entertainment
Please advise us in good time of any bookings you may make for outside contractors to come to Blakelands, such as Disco’s, Bands, Firework Displays, etc. so that we have time to consider any insurance or public liability issues.

Smoking
Smoking is not permitted indoors or during the serving of your meal, our preference is for no smoking at all indoors not only for the service of food but also as often there are children present, however at your request smoking will be allowed in the Maltings Hall during the Evening reception.

A covered outdoor smoking area is also provided.

Please be aware that legislation is due to come into force in the summer of 2007 that will make smoking in enclosed public places illegal.

Children
Children should remain under parental supervision at all times, they are in a rural setting with areas of open water and care should be taken when in the formal gardens & grounds.

Confetti
Bio-degradable Confetti is only allowed in the Central Courtyard area and not in the House or main gardens. Photography of confetti can be arranged for this area. This is because it is difficult for us to clear away confetti from the Lawns, but a lot easier to clear the gravel. 

Please ask family to only use natural or bio-degradable confetti and not the plastic types.

Table Confetti/Sprinkles

When choosing decorations for your tables please be aware that we cannot use natural or dried petals on the tables. These are not colour fast and will stain the table cloths. Most products carry their own warnings about this problem.

Please use plastic or imitation style petals.

& Finally,

Please be prompt with your payments 
We will send requests for payment in good time, if you have a query please contact us immediately so that it may be resolved and your payment schedule not disrupted.

Music

We can provide all the music required for your day, however if you prefer you may supply your own favourites

Civil Ceremonies

Unless you have booked live music to accompany your ceremony,

We will require three or four pieces of music:

Disc 1.

A selection of music to play as your guests take their Seats.

Disc 2.

A single piece of music for the entrance of the Bride

Disc 3.

A selection of music to play during the Signing of the Register

(This can take 10 - 15 minutes)

Disc 4.

A piece of music to play for the Bride & Grooms exit.

Other Music

We will again supply all the background music in the Main House & the Maltings Dining Hall during your meal, though again if you wish to supply your own albums of favourite music we will be happy to play them for you.







